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Relationship between funding support and the output of papers: study on the articles
supported by National Natural Science Funds for Distinguished Young Scholar

Ma Jianxia Zhang Zhiqiang Liu Jing Bao Yufang
(Lanzhou Library of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Lanzhou, 730000)

Abstract The relationship between the Number of the funds of a research group and the number of the
journal papers of the group, the academic effect of the group is absorbing much attention from the govern-
ment, research management departments and the public. Is that true that the more the funds of a research
group, the more the number of the journal articles published by the group, and the more the academic
effect of the articles? This study analyzed the journal articles of the group supported by National Natural
Science Funds for Distinguished Young Scholar(NSFC-DYS) from 20008—2013. We find that the academic
effect of the articles of NSFC-DYS groups are surpass or catching up with the international baseline of the
corresponding subjects. It shows lognormal distribution between the frequency of the articles and the num-
ber of the funds; While the group has appropriate funds, the articles of the group has relatively higher aca-
demic effect, but the increase of the funds doesn’t necessarily means the increase of the cited times. High
level international cooperation has the potential to increase the academic effect of the articles. On the basis
of our study, we made some suggestion to the funding agency and science management department.

Key words National Natural Science Funds for Distinguished Young Scholar; scientrometrics; relationship
between funds and papers



